
 

 

February 21, 2021 
 
Dear Madawaska Valley residents, businesses and community, 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the Township of Madawaska Valley has supported the need for 

everyone in our community to comply with Provincial Orders and follow the guidelines of the Renfrew 

County and District Health Unit (RCDHU).  The municipality received the RCDHU press release, Barry’s 

Bay Area: COVID-19 Hotspot in Renfrew County and District on February 18th at 3:45 p.m.  We sought 

clarification on the meaning of “Barry’s Bay area” from the RCDHU the very next day.  Dr. Robert 

Cushman, Acting Medical Officer of Health for RCDHU provided that clarification late Saturday night in 

response to my email expressing our community’s concerns.  I would like to thank Dr. Cushman for his 

support and for the very prompt reply. 

To clarify, Barry’s Bay and Area includes the Township of Madawaska Valley, the Township of Killaloe, 

Hagarty and Richards, the Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan, and the Township of South 

Algonquin.  It has a combined population of approximately 12,600 people.  Of the 27 cases of COVID-19 

referenced and attributed to the Barry’s Bay area by the RCDHU press release, 22 cases have been in 

Madawaska Valley, 4 in Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan, and 1 in South Algonquin.  Dr. Cushman noted 

that the Village of Barry’s Bay is the main service and employment center for this area. 

It is my understanding that the Township of Madawaska Valley had one case of COVID-19 early on in 

2020.  We had no active cases at the time of the December 26th provincial lockdown.  On January 11th 

2021, the RCDHU issued a COVID-19 Case Summary showing the Township of Madawaska Valley had 15 

cumulative cases, 7 of which were active.  The most recent Case Summary issued on February 17th 

shows the Township of Madawaska Valley has 23 cumulative cases.  Of these cases, 1 to 4 are active and 

the rest have been resolved.  The City of Pembroke, Town of Petawawa, and Township of South 

Algonquin also have 1 to 4 active cases.  The RCDHU numbers conclusively show that COVID-19 was 

present and active in our community during the first couple of weeks in January.  It has also been 

present and active in other Renfrew County municipalities during that same time period. 

The only way COVID-19 gets into a community is through travel.  COVID-19 doesn’t travel alone.  It 

hitches a ride with a person or people.  It could be someone travelling into Madawaska Valley from an 

infected area, or someone travelling to an infected area and coming back to Madawaska Valley.  The 

travel that brought COVID-19 here might have involved cities like Ottawa or Toronto, but it could just as 

easily have been local travel within Renfrew County.  The entire province was under a Stay-At-Home 

Order from December 26th to February 10th to prevent travel.  All non-essential travel is still discouraged 

by the province and the RCDHU. 

Once COVID-19 gets in, it can quickly spread before anyone shows signs of being ill.  In all likelihood, the 

22 cases that we had in Madawaska Valley included some spread within a few households.  Recognizing 

this, means we all need to be extra vigilant with masking, hand washing, staying six feet apart and 

staying within our household group to protect the members of our immediate family, our co-workers 

and our community. 

The RCDHU has issued guidelines and numerous information packages to help everyone in our 

community stay safe.  These guidelines have limited enforceability, and are subject to interpretation and 

exemptions set by the Province.  Adherence to protocols, guidelines and Provincial Orders is essential 

but the best defense at our disposal is self-regulation.  The vast majority of the businesses and people in 

Barry’s Bay and Madawaska Valley are voluntarily following the guidelines to keep us safe.  However, it 

only takes one or two ill-considered actions to undermine all that effort, initiate community spread and 

shine a negative light on our community.  With new COVID variants spreading rapidly in Ontario, we 

must be committed to doing our very best.  Together we can beat this thing! 
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